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This gives you your first value of the new variable ED4CAT. To avoid repeating the above procedure for each case 
in the dataset, simply copy the formula from the cell just completed to other cells downward by clicking on the right 
bottom corner and dragging the mouse cursor down. 

Computing a New Variable

It’s quite easy to compute a new variable in Excel. All it takes is recollection of a few basic algebra rules. For example, 
to determine the age of each respondent’s eldest child we need to compute the difference between the respondents’ age 
and the age of the respondent when his or her first child was born from the respondent’s. Let’s start by inserting a new 
column anywhere in the worksheet and typing the name of our new variable (CHLDAGE) in the first row. In the empty 
cell right below type a formula for calculating the age of the respondent’s eldest child. This formula will contain the 
“addresses” for cells that specify (1) the respondent’s age (AGE) (Q2 in our example); and (2) respondent’s age when his 
or her first child was born (AGEKDBRN) (R2). Our formula will be: = Q2 – R2. Press Enter, and there you have it the 
first respondent’s eldest child is 18 years old. Copy the formula for the rest of the respondents. 
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Crosstabulation

Exploring the relationship between two or more variables in Excel is done with the help of pivot tables. You will not 
find a Crosstab option like in SPSS. Let’s say we are interested in the relationship between individual’s level of educa-
tion and whether or not he or she participates in elections. We will create a pivot table for two variables: EDUCR3 is 
a trichotomized measure of education and variable VOTE00, which assesses whether the respondent participated in 
2000 Presidential elections. 

Click Insert X Pivot Table. Select data range and the location for the Crosstab table (new worksheet). Click 
OK. On the right side of the new worksheet, in the Pivot Table Field List area first select Field Section and Area 
Section Side-By-Side option for more convenient display, then select (check the boxes) the two variables of inter-
est VOTE00 and EDUCR3. Place VOTE00, the dependent variable, in the Row Labels box, and EDUCR3 in the 
Column Labels. Drag VOTE00 into the Values box, and change the Value Field Settings to Count instead of Sum. 


